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DISTRICT PROFILE
Enrollment: 1,624 students in grades K-12
Pupil: Instructor ratio: 11.8:1
Certificated Teachers: 160
Teachers with Master’s and/or Doctoral Degrees: 82%
Average Teaching Experience in Beachwood: 11.4 years
Advanced Placement: 16 AP courses
Honors: 25 Honors courses at BHS

2011-2012 DISTRICT REPORT CARD
issued by the Ohio Department of Education
Performance Index: 108.8
• Highest in the Beachwood’s history
• Ranks 17th among Ohio’s 611 districts
• Ranks 4th among Cuyahoga County’s 31 school districts
Indicators Met: 26 out of 26
• Scored above 92% in 25 of 26 indicators
Value-Added Measure: Met
• The district and each of its buildings met Annual Yearly 

Progress (AYP) for all subgroups
District Rating: Excellent
• Rated ‘Excellent’ or better for 13 consecutive years

CLASS OF 2012
Class Size: 138
99% graduation rate
94% pursuing post-secondary education 
Earned more than $6.4 million in scholarships
1 Presidential Scholar; 1 Candidate
National Merit Program: 2 Finalists; 4 Commended Students; 1 

National Achievement Outstanding Participant

Beachwood Schools2012
Annual Report

Beachwood City School District Annual Report Summary For Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2012

Dear Beachwood Residents,

 Beachwood City Schools’ 2012 Popular 
Annual Report highlights our students’ 
academic achievements, contains a profile of 
our district and its offerings, and reports our 
district’s financial data for Fiscal Year 2012. It 
is available on our web site at 
beachwoodschools.org.

 The following pages provide a synopsis 
of this Annual Report with snapshots of 
information that are most significant to 
Beachwood taxpayers. On these pages, you’ll 
see that your schools are in excellent financial 
health. With more than $5 million in operating 
efficiencies since the district’s last operating 
levy in 2005, Beachwood’s tax rate is still one 
of the lowest in the area. Meanwhile, 
Beachwood’s children continue to excel as we 
expand academic programming. Our 108.8 
Performance Index on the 2011-2012 district 
report card was our highest ever.

 Thank you for taking a few minutes to 
browse this report and for this community’s 
continued and unparalleled support of its 
children and schools.

Dr. Richard A. Markwardt
Superintendent

Michele E. Mills
Director of Finance/Treasurer

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Dr. Brian Weiss, President
Mitchel E. Luxenburg, Vice President
David B. Ostro, Member
Joshua Mintz, Member
Steve Rosen, Member

ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Richard A Markwardt, Superintendent
Michele E. Mills, Director of Finance/Treasurer
Robert P. Hardis, Assistant Superintendent
Lauren J. Broderick, Director of Pupil Services



Academics: Beachwood students in all grade levels excelled in regional, state, national and 
global competitions in science and robotics, math, writing, speech and debate, world affairs, 
marketing, culinary arts, fine arts, athletics and technology – among many others - including:

• A BHS student won the “Best Delegate” gavel at a national model United Nations.

• A BHS student took 1st place in the state and 8th place in the nation in speech and debate.

• BMS and Hilltop teams competed at the Destination ImagiNation Global Finals.

• BHS’s Academic Challenge Team won the national academic quiz championship (small school 
division); 5th grade, 6th grade and high school trivia teams each placed 1st in Ohio.
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Governmental Activities
Assets 2012 2011 2010 2009
Current and Other Assets $71,065,301 $83,665,618 $55,313,858 $45,807,738
Captial Assets 45,768,048 31,378,467 28,530,714 29,459,075
Total Assets 116,833,349 115,044,085 83,844,572 75,266,813

Liabilities
Long-term Liabilities 47,070,449 49,401,113 21,164,477 17,593,733
Other Liabilities 28,536,660 26,931,071 27,425,196 22,786,674
Total Liabilities 75,607,109 76,332,184 48,589,673 40,380,407

Net Assets
Invested in Capital Assets 
Net of Debt 18,670,053 17,535,755 10,092,016 15,016,809

Restricted 3,818,435 2,970,405 8,383,796 2,802,805
Unrestricted 18,737,752 18,205,741 16,700,337 17,066,792
Total Net Assets $41,226,240  $38,711,901 $35,176,149 $34,886,406

2012 2011 2010 2009
Program Revenues
Charges for Services and Sales 3,920,001  4,432,301  3,900,838 4,997,679

Operating Grants and Contributions 3,190,174 3,368,012 2,726,566  3,028,823

Capital Grants and Contributions - -  -  6,992

General Revenues
Property Taxes 28,034,000 26,914,433 23,881,579 30,394,644

Grants and Entitlements 6,385,851 6,845,143 6,141,675 5,152,707

Investments 221,860 332,985 252,177 465,682

Other 298,808 250,458 246,727 40,154

Total Revenue $42,050,694 $42,143,332 $37,149,562 $44,086,681

NET ASSETS
• Cash and Cash equivalents decreased by $11,516,549 due to payments to contractors for the 

Beachwood High School building project, which is 49% complete as of the end of the fiscal year.• Accrued wages and benefits increased by $568,242 or 23.3% due to the replacement of 23 staff 
members who retired or resigned in fiscal year 2011. The School District’s large turnover in staff is the 
result of retirement law changes.

• Total net assets increased by $2,514,339, a 6.5% increase from 2011.

• Invested in Capital Assets, Net of Related Debt increased from $17,535,755 to $18,670,053.

The chart below provides a summary of the District’s total net assets for 2012 compared with the years 2009-2011.

REVENUE
The District’s revenues were basically unchanged - $42,050,694 in 2012, a slight decrease of less                  
than 1% from 2011.

• Program Revenues totalling $7,110,175 are for specific program areas and comprise 16.9% of               
the District’s total revenues.

• General Revenues totalling $34,94,519 comprise 83.1% of the District’s total revenues. The largest 
portion of general revenues is property taxes levied on commercial and residential properties. 
Property Taxes made up 67% of revenues for governmental activities for Beachwood City School 
District in Fiscal Year 2012. Grants and Entitlements are from the State of Ohio and the federal 
government.

PROPERTY TAXES
General Operating Levy
The tax dollars collected for the general fund from operating levies are used to pay for day-to-day 
operating expenses of the District. This includes staff salaries, benefits, utilities, books, materials, 
and equipment. The District currently levied and collected 34.72 and 42.66 mills, respectively, for 
residential and commercial property.

 Beachwood has not had an operating levy on the ballot since 
2005 - the result of more than $5 million in operating efficiencies 
and cost reductions in recent years that have mostly been in               
non-instructional areas.

Residential Effective Tax Rates for 
Schools (general fund only)
School District Millage
Beachwood 34.72 
Mayfield 36.95 
Rocky River 37.95 
Richmond Heights 41.06 
Chagrin Falls 42.42 
Orange 42.80
Solon 44.58 
South Euclid/Lyndhurst 51.99 
Cleveland Hts./University Hts. 67.85 
Shaker Heights 82.86

Fine Arts: Beachwood students showcased 
their talents at events in the greater community. 
BHS students created artwork for University 
Hospitals Ahuja Medical Center’s new children’s 
wing, while orchestra students performed at 
events at Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and Cedar 
Point, among others. Beachwood was again 
named among the nation’s Best Communities for 
Music Education.

Athletics: 8 Bison student-athletes were 
state finalists in wrestling and track and field, 
including a state wrestling champion. 

Social Conscience: Students at each 
of our schools participated in projects and 
events that celebrate our community’s rich 
cultural and social diversity, and demonstrate 
compassion and respect for all members of 
the community and the environment.

2011-2012 ACADEMIC & DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

View the complete Annual Report 
at www.beachwoodschools.org.



EXPENSES
Governmental Activities totaled $39,536,355, an increase of 
approximately 2.4 percent from fiscal year 2011 (from 
government-wide statements), primarily due to increases in 
interest expenses on bonds issued for the High School 
renovation project and increases in extracurricular activities. 
The primary expenses include classroom instruction, 
instructional support, transportation, and extracurricular 
activities. Each of these expense categories includes salaries, 
benefits, purchased services, supplies, and capital outlay. For 
example, costs for administration include administrative staff 
support, office supplies, and equipment, in addition to the 
cost of administrators. The following chart shows what 
percentages of the program expenses are spent on each of 
the various groups necessary to educate students. 

Beachwood Schools

LONG-TERM PROJECTIONS
Funding for public education continues to be under siege as the school 
choice proponents try to expand voucher programs for all Ohio students 
irrespective of the quality of their local public schools. Beachwood 
Schools already receives very little in state funding for education (less 
than $500 per pupil). The state voucher bill requests taking more than 
$5,500 per pupil away from the District to direct it to private/non-public 
schools. Ohio school choice program is already recognized nationally 
for its lack of oversight of academic expectations and fiscal operating 
standards. Some charter schools are successful, but too many perform 
worse than nearby public schools.

The State budget bill is required to be passed on or before June 30, 
2013. Public schools have been put on notice that we must change 
our methods of doing business to achieve greater operational 
efficiencies, including tracking teacher and student performance and 
rewarding staff members accordingly. Beachwood Schools will continue 
to be innovators and will plan for the future with the focus on students 
remaining the crux of every decision

36.3%  Support Services

51.6%  Instruction

5.0%  Debt Service

4.0%  Operation of
Non-Instructional Services

3.1% Extracurricular Activities

Moody’s Investor Service rated the district Aaa, the highest credit rating 
awarded to an entity. Beachwood Schools is one of only 8 school districts 
in the State of Ohio to be awarded this rating.

Beachwood Board of Education    24601 Fairmount Boulevard    Beachwood, Ohio 44122

View the complete Annual Report 
at www.beachwoodschools.org.
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